
Public Health, the       

presence of a gun in     

domestic violence         

situations increases the 

risk of homicide for    

women by 500 percent.  

Since 2017, CN5 has 

worked with the Travis 

County District and  

County Attorney, as well 

as the Courts, on a gun 

surrender program. The 

firearm surrenders are 

based on family violence 

cases where the            

defendants were ordered 

or voluntarily surrendered 

their guns and              

ammunition to Precinct 

Five. To date, 55 guns 

have been surrendered to 

Precinct Five, of which 6 

were released back to the 

defendants in 2019 and 10 

were forfeited for          

destruction. The other 

cases are still pending.   
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Happy New Year! As always, the beginning 

of the year is the perfect time for reflection 

on the past year. I was appointed Chair of 

the Constable’s Legislative Committee for 

the Justices of the Peace and Constable’s 

Association of Texas. I was also appointed 

to the Board of Directors for the Texas   

Association of Counties, Executive        

Committee. I couldn’t be more proud of the 

accomplishments of Constable Precinct 5  

in 2019. As the experts in civil process, 

not only is our top priority serving our   

customers, but doing it in a professional 

and successful manner is what we strive 

for, and 2019 was a very successful year.  

To highlight the rest of our office: 

  

FAMILY LAW PROCESS:  In 2019, our 

Family Unit was very busy receiving a 

total of over 800 Domestic Violence        

protective orders ( plus an additional 100  

in November and December) of which 40 

had orders to vacate directing the officer   

to remove the subject from the residence.  

In addition, 45 of those protective orders 

had warrants associated with them, 19      

of which were felony charges. We also    

received orders to arrest and bring before 

the court 20 adults that were held in      

contempt of court. In addition to all of the 

Attorney General and misdemeanor      

warrants, our Unit cleared 85 Felony       

Warrants that were associated with other 

process (27 of which were issued for Family 

Violence). The Family Unit also worked 25 

child attachments and an additional 2 in  

December including a high profile case where 

the mother had kidnapped a 4 year old child. 

That case resulted in the child being reunited 

with his father and the mother being        

arrested on felony charges. The Family Unit 

provided 35 civil standbys for victims of   

family violence attempting to recover        

personal possessions from their former     

residence.  

Equal Access for our Disabled Community: 

Unfortunately, illegal parking is still a problem 

in our great city and throughout Travis County. 

Our long standing disabled parking program at 

CN5 is still going strong. In 2019 we issued 

2,715 citations, and 75 placards for illegal usage 

were seized from violators. Hopefully this will 

send a strong message that we take illegal use  

of placards and disabled parking violations   

seriously in Travis County. 

  

Property Unit:  In 2019 CN5 collected over 1.5 

million dollars in delinquent taxes through our 

tax property sales. In addition, we experienced 

an 18% increase in eviction notices issued by the 

JP Court and a 15% increase in actual eviction 

move outs. One eviction involved a dangerous 

explosive weapons removal with the assistance 

of several local, state, and federal agencies. 

Although the majority of our workload is       

supported by our users/customers, our taxpayers 

expect the most from our Travis County        

Employees. Any additional time or resources 

available to CN5 are spent providing valuable 

services to our community as follows:  

 

GUN SURRENDER PROGRAM:  According to 

research published in the American Journal of 
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Saving Our Environment: Safely destroying unused and unwanted prescription drugs continues to be a   

concern in our community.  CN5 continues to partner with the Drug Enforcement Agency on National Drug 

Take Back days, and we have a permanent prescription drug drop box in our lobby, available during normal 

business hours throughout the year. In 2019, CN5 turned in 12 boxes of prescription drugs for a total weight of 

666.5 pounds.  

Our Aging Community:  With our Silver Watch program, we partner with Meals on Wheels and other       

entities to provide wellness checks on the elderly who are at risk in our community. The number of elderly in 

need of assistance has grown, and in 2019 CN5 made 275 individual Silver Watch visits. Any needs or issues 

requiring attention are referred to their caseworkers.  

Underage Drinking Prevention: CN5 is out in the community providing presentations to school aged      

children about the dangers and risks of underage drinking. 

Distracted Driving: Constable Lopez conducted television and radio interviews about the dangers of          

Underage Drinking and Distracted Driving. These interviews were conducted in English and Spanish. 

Men as Allies: As members of the Austin/Travis County Family Violence Task Force, CN5 started a Men as 

Allies Program where we go out and speak to older school aged young adults (predominately young men) about 

what healthy relationships should look like. This includes discussions about inappropriate sexting and         

unwanted electronic messaging.  In 2019 we collected over 100 pledges from men, young and old, who          

committed to engage in conversations about healthy relationships. 

Keeping Families Safe and Fighting Human Trafficking: In conjunction with an existing program, CN5 

also started working on an initiative to combat sexual exploitation and human trafficking. Deputies were 

trained on how to conduct cyber patrols to look for sex traffickers and predators online. The purpose of the   

program is to curtail sexual exploitation and human trafficking on the internet. 

Lights Out: On Halloween night 2019, CN5 partnered up with Travis County Community Justice Services and 

CN4 to conduct 40 house checks on subjects who are registered sex offenders on probation. This was to ensure 

that they were in their residence with their lights out and not interacting with children in the community. We 

had 2 offenders that violated their probation and were reported as such.  

Drug Diversion: Travis County has a great Drug Diversion Program within the court system.  When a subject 

has a drug charge, but has not been convicted, they can agree to participate in a program that would lead to 

sobriety and future success. According to a best practice program, recidivism decreases when an officer visits 

the residence confirming residency and wellness. In October of 2019 CN5 agreed to assist and successfully   

conducted 37 visits by years end. The results will be measured and analyzed moving forward to evaluate the 

success of the program, however, we have already seen some positive life impact on the deputies and clients as 

a result.  

Award Winners: In 2019 CN5 was recognized as one of the top 25 (for population of 100-330K) in the Nation 

by the National Association of Town Watch for our successful National Night Out. Our goal is to unite       

neighbors with neighbors and with members of Law Enforcement. We had a huge turnout and we were         

extremely successful. This comes on the heels of winning National Night Out Rookie of the Year in 2018.  

Community Service:  To summarize CN5 conducted over 60 community events which included: raising funds 

for flood victims, the shooting victims of El Paso, school supply and backpack drives for underprivileged        

students, Silver Watch and Safe Alliance Mother’s Day, Christmas food and toys for the needy, Central Texas 

Food Bank outreach, and helping employees of Travis County in need.  All in all we had a good year but we  

expect great things to follow in 2020!  

- Carlos B. Lopez 
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Stand Up for Safe Families Paddle Parade 

 

 

 

Breakfast with Champions 

This year Special Olympics Texas hosted the first annual Breakfast with Champions at the               

Renaissance Hotel in Austin. Athletes from across the state were invited, as well as the local law      

enforcement community, and many other invited guests. We heard some very powerful speakers,      

including former UT and NFL player, Jamaal Charles, who started his football career through Special 

Olympics.  

  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

As part of the Austin-Travis County Family Violence Task Force we were honored to help take part in 

the annual Lauri Wright Stand Up For Safe Families Paddle Parade. This year, our Men As Allies 

played a roll as well. The event was a huge success with Chief Johnson speaking to the crowd and   

offering up flower petals in memory of survivors of those who are no longer with us. Hundreds of folks 

turned out to turn Lady Bird Lake purple and show  support for Family Violence Awareness. If you 

feel that you or a loved one may be in an abusive relationship, please call SafePlace at (512)267-7233 

(SAFE). 



Travis County Constable, Precinct 5 goes social! 
Find us on social media and don’t forget to “Like” 
and “Follow” us on Facebook and Twitter. 
 
Facebook: www.facebook.com/
TravisCountyConstablePrecinct5 
 
Twitter: @Constable_5 

TRAVIS COUNTY CONSTABLE, 
PRECINCT 5 

The Courthouse Constable 

Holt Building 
1003 Guadalupe 
Austin, Texas 78701 

Phone: 512.854.9100 
Fax: 512.854.4228 
www.constable5.com 

 

Come connect with 

us on social media!  

Empty Bowl 

The Austin Empty Bowl Project is an effort by Austin area potters to fight hunger. You   

select your favorite from thousands of locally crafted ceramic bowls. You fill the bowls with  

gourmet soup and bread, and listen to live music while enjoying your lunch. Donations go to 

Kids Cafe, a program of the Central Texas Food Bank, and Meals for Kids, a program of 

Meals on Wheels Central Texas.   

 

Constable Lopez served up some of the gourmet soup while Deputies Nerio and Torres 

worked security. 

 

 


